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A SERMON, &c. 


2 CORINTHIANS iv. 3, 4. 


But if our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are loft. In whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe not, 
leſt the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine unto 
them. | 


HE Engliſh tranſlation of the New Teſta- 
ment 1s, in general, ſo faithful, that it 
would not be right to ſhake the popular confi- 
dence in it. The facts recorded by the Evange- 
lifts are clearly narrated ; the reaſonings of the 
Apoſtles on theſe facts in their Epiſtles are pro- 
perly and honeſtly expreſſed ; the ſpirit of the 
original breathes in the tranſlation, and the 
whole work will always do honour to the abili- 
ties of the tranſlators, and convey juſt ſenti- 
ments of Chriſtianity to Engliſh readers. 


It muſt, however, be allowed, that this tran- 
ſlation with all its excellencies is a human 
work, and partakes of human frailty ; we ought 
B ä 


„ 
not therefore to be ſurprized if we diſcover here 
and there an imperfection; a wrong ſenſe of a 
word; a miſconſtruction of a ſentence ; or an 
impropriety of any ſort that eſcaped the atten- 
tion of the tranſlators. | 


I ſpeak thus, becauſe à learned friend ſome 
time ago ſuggeſted that our text was among 
the number of miſtranſlated paſſages. His con- 
jecture on examination appeared well founded; 
however, I would riot preſume to make a new 
reading the ground of a public diſcourſe, had 
Inot firſtprivately conſulted ſeveral able judges, 
and had I not alſo recollected, that the doctrine 
we are going to teach does not reſt on this 
reading : but, ſhould the reading be rejected, 
ſtands firmly ſupported by the whole of divine 
revelation. | 


We think our text ſhould be rendered thus : 
Tf our goſpe! be VAILED, it is VAILED AMONG THE 
THINGS THAT ARE ABOLISHED, BY WHICH Te 
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, and ſo on. 


There are two general ſources of arguments 
in defence of this ſenſe of the paſſage: the 
firſt is merely literary, and for that reaſon im- 
proper in this place; the ſecond is eaſy and 

obvious, 


1 
obvious, it is the ſcope of the writer; of this 
let us try to make a right judgment. 


In the foregoing chapter, the Apoſtle treats 
of the two ceeconomies, the Jewiſh and the 
Chriſtian, and gives the preference to the latter, 
as for other reaſons, ſo chiefly on account of 
its ſuperior clearneſs and perſpicuity. Moſes, 
who ſpoke to the children of Iſrael, put a vail 
over his face, and taught his doctrine by ſigns; 
but Chriſt, and all' his Apoſtles, with uncovered 
face, that is, without ſigns, uſe great plainneſs 
of ſpeech. Moſes addreſſed the ſenſes of the 
Jews with ceremonies that were to be aboli//:- 
ed, but theſe ceremonies are done away in 
Chriſtianity, and the teachers of it bend all 
their attention to make plain, fimple truth 
manifeſt, Moſes eſtabliſhed a local economy, 


Chap. iii. 
13. 


ver. 18. 


ver. 12. 


ver. 13. 


ver. 14. 


Chap. iv. 2. 


and addreſſed his miniſtry to the children il. 7. 13. 


Ifrael only; but Chriſtianity is an univerſal 
religion, and the propagators of it commend 
_ themſelves to every man's conſcience in the ſight 
of God. | 


Is Chriſtianity, then, (it may be aſked) a re- 
ligion contrary to that of the Jews? The God, 
the Mediator, the doctrine, the morality of 
Chriſtians, do they differ from thoſe of the 
Jews ? God forbid ! Judaiſm, ſays our Apoſtle, 
2 B 2 Was 


iv. 2. 
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E 
was a glorious œconomy: but Chriſtianity ex- 
ceeds it in glory. It is ſo much more excellent 
as it is more plain, intelligible, and clear. 
Chriſtians worſhip the ſame God, believe in 
the ſame Mediator, hold the ſame doctrines, 
and practiſe the ſame morality as the pious 
Jews always did. Chriſtianity and Judaiſm are 
not. two religions ; but one religion in two dif- 
ferent degrees of perfection. The one was the 
gay bloſſom; the other is the rich fruit: the 
one was the deſign; the other the execution. 


What! (it would be objected further by a 


Jew) do you, Paul, affirm that the birth of 


your Jeſus, and his life, the doctrine, the mira- 


cles, the manner and the nature of his death, tlie 


diſſolution of the Moſaical ceconomy, and the 
incorporating of all Gentile nations into one 
body of divine worſhippers, do you affirm, 
that all theſe were foretold by our prophets, 
believed by our anceſtors, and included in the 
religion of our nation? The far greater part 
of our nation have denied this, and have cruci- 


fied your Lord of glory! To this natural ob- 


jection ſuppoſed, our text ſeems to contain an 
anſwer. It is as if the Apoſtle had ſaid, our 
goſpel was actually contained in your law, and, 
if it lay concealed from the bulk of the nation, 


it was owing to their want of diſcernment, they 
| couid 
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could nat look to the end of the ceremonies, which 
are now aboliſhed. Their puerile minds were 
dazzled with the ſplendor of ceremonies, and 
never penetrated into the truths concealed un- 
der them. The grand adverſary of mankind 
availed himſelf of this popular prejudice, and 
by heating their paſſion for pomp in religion, 
blinded their minds by means of the very cere- 
monies which were intended to inform them, 
If our goſpel be hid from the Jews, it is hid by 
Jewiſh ceremonies, which, though formerly 
appointed by divine ſtatute law, are, now 
Chriſt is come, aboliſhed, and rendered obſo- 
lete. By theje ceremonies, while they ſtood, 
the god of this world blinded the minds of unbe- 
tievers, lef} ihe light of the glorious goſpel of 
Chriſt, contained in prophecies, and ſacrifices, 
ſhould ſhine unto them. 


Our text, then, does not ſpeak of final impe- 
nitence ; but of the abuſe of Jewiſh ceremonies. 
To this ſubject we will confine our attention 
and we will endeavour to juſtify the worſhip of 
our Non-conformiſt churches, by giving an an- 
ſwer to this plain queſtion, iy do we reſpect 
the ceremonies of the Zewiſ/h religion, and reject 
. the ſame ceremonies in the Chriſtian religion? 

Having diſcuſſed this queſtion, we ſhall cloſe 
| | with 


——— — 1 — 
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with a few practical remarks. God grant we 
may be built up in our moſt holy faith ! 


I. Fe reſpect Fewiſh ceremonies, becauſe they 
were appointed by God ; and we rejed the ſame 
ceremonies in Chriſtian worſhip, becauſe they are 
not appointed by him. In natural religion man- 
kind are left to exerciſe reaſon, and to form a 
ritual by conjecture ; but in revealed religion 
reaſon is filent, the Deity ſpeaks, and con- 
jecture is at an end. If God condeſcend to in- 
ſtruct men how to worſhip him, obedience to 
his will is the higheſt exerciſe of reaſon, and 


5 cſtential 1 to religion. 


Pia“, cv. 


74 
Fd 


It was as glorious to Moſes, the meſſenger of 
God, to publiſh his new religion in the land of 
Ham, at that time the moſt learned and the 
moſt idolatrous country in the world, conſe- 


quently the beſt able and the moſt likely to 


ver. 30. 


Exod. iv. 


20. 22. 


detect impoſture. Thither, into the cham- 
bers of the king, the man of God went, Thus 
faith the Lord in his mouth, and the rod of 


God in his hand. There he brought forth frogs 


in abundance, flies of divers ſorts, darkneſs upon 
the land, and death upon the firſt-born. There, 
in the name of God, he claimed civil and reli- 


gious liberty for his nation, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
Ifrael is ny Jon ; let 15 ſon go, that he may 
ſeroe 


« 


Ll 


ET 231 


ſerve me : and there, when Pharaoh replied, 


I know not the Lord, neither will I let Hrael go, 
he confirmed his miſſion by miracles, became 
a god to Pharaoh, and forced even magicians 
to exclaim, This is the finger of Fehovah ! 


This is that Moſes, who was in the church in 
the Wilderneſs, and who received the lively ora- 
cles of God to give unto the Jews. Thus, by 
divine commiſſion, he appointed the Jewiſh 
ritual, and ordained. poſitive inſtitutes by what 


only could authenticate them, the ſupreme will 


of God, the ſole legiſlator to mankind. 


— 


Moſes never propoſed to appoint a ritual for 
the laſt ages of the world. 4 Prophet, ſaid he, 


ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you of your 
_ brethren like unto me, a legiſlator as I am, him 


/hall ye hear. In the fulneſs of time this Legiſlator 
came with a divine commiſſion to new model 
religion. He diſſolved the old œcnomy, eſta- 
bliſhed a new one on a larger and more com- 
prehenfive plan; and, in abundant compaſſion 
to the whole ſpecies of mankind, made the 


Exod. 


vii. 1. 


viii. 9. 


Acts vii. 38. 


ver. 37. 


world a preſent of a religion that contained all 


the excellencies and none of the incumbrances 
of the former ceconomy. That was a miniſtra- 
tion of death, 'which doomed thouſands of ani- 
mals literally to be killed 1 in ſacrifice : this is a 
| miniſtration 


6, 7. 
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Acts xv. 


TE] 
miniſtration of life, requiring no animal to die, 
but inviting millions of rationals by inſtruction 
fo live. 


The Founder of the Chriſtian church ap- 
pointed no Jewiſh ceremonies to be performed 
in divine worſhip ; yet (as our Proteſtant mini- 
ſters have always -argued againſt the church of 
Rome) expreſs poſitive divine law is effentially 
neceſſary to religious inſtitutes. It is not enough 
to ſay, a rite is not forbidden, it muſt be com- 
manded ; and we may honeſtly reaſon, where 
there is no divine /aw ordaining a ceremony, 
there is no tranſgreſſion in neglecting to per- 
form one. 


The ſupreme power in the primitive Chriſtian 
church, not only omitted to appoint a new cere- 
monial; it went further, and actually abrogated 
in form the old ritual of the Jews. The caſe 
was this: In the church at Antioch, where the 
Diſciples of Jeſus firſt received the honourable 
appellation of Chriſtians, ſome converted Phari- 
ſees, prejudiced in favour of their old religion, 
taught the brethren, that circumciſion and 
keeping the law of Moſes, were neceſſary to 
ſalvation. Paul and Barnabas denied this doc- 
trine, and after much altercation, both ſides 
agreed to lay the matter before the whole apo- 

$0 : ſtolical 


[ 
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ſtolical ſynod at Jeruſalem. In that venerable 


aſſembly the queſtion was fully diſcuſſed. Never 


was a queſtion of greater importance laid before 
a ſynod ; never were judges ſo equal to the in- 
veſtigation. The extraordinary abilities of Peter 
and Paul, Barnabas and James, directed and 


aſſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt, were employed on 


this occaſion. In the end, an unanimous reſo- 
lution was formed into a decree, and ſent in 
writing to the churches in Antioch, Syria, and 
Cilicia. This decree deolares—that no com- 
mandment to keep the ceremonial law (no other 
law could poſſibly be meant) had proceeded. 
from the Apoſtles—that ſuch a commandment 
had been à frouble to the church, and tended 
to ſubvert the ſouls of the Diſciples—that 7t 
ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to the ſynod, 
to lay no ſuch burden on Chriſtians—and that, 
if they abſtained from a few offenſive cuſtoms, 
which were merely local and temporary, they 
ſhould do well. When Paul and Barnabas re- 
turned to Antioch, and delivered this Epiſtle to 
the multitude to read, they peruſed it with 
pleaſure, and rejorced for the conſolation. A 
high ſatisfaction indeed, to be freed by ſuch 
authority from a yoke, which neither they nor 
their fathers were able to bear! 


Hats then, Chriſtians, i is your diſcharge | from | 
Jewiſh ceremonies : this is your reaſon for re- 
GE jecting 
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Gal. i. 1. d. 


Exod. iv. 
29. 30, 31. 


E xo 3 
jecting the rites of Moſes. It ſeems good ro 
the Holy Ghoſt to publiſh, and to you to enter 
into the liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made 
his people free. This perſuaſion cometh of hin 
that calleth you. 


II. Ve reſped tne ceremonies of the' Fewiſh 
religion, becauſe they were eſtabliſhed by the uni- 


verſal conſent of the nation: and we rejed the 
fame ceremonies in the Chriſtian church, becauſe 


no ſuch conſent hath ever been obtained. The 


conſent of the will is eſſential to the religion 


of a ceremony ; and without ſuch conſent, the 
performance is not religion. Moſes, who per- 
fectly underſtood this, took particular care, as 


God directed him, to collect the ſenſe of the 
people, to obtain their conſent in form to his 


law, and to preclude all future pretence of 


impoſition by engaging the whole nation to 


adopt it as their own. 


Before the man of God publiſhed his com- 


miſſion, he gathered together all the elders of 


the children of Hracl. To this aſſembly Aaron 
ſpake all the words which the Lord had ſpoken 


to Moſes, and did the ſigns in the fight of the 


people. The people believed the meſſengers of 


5 God, and, being touched with a ſenſe of divine 


goodneſs, in token of their conſent to the whole 


plan 


Fat 
plan of redemption on God's part, and obedi- 
ence on their own, bowed their heads and wor- 


ſhipped. 


As God continued to open his mind at dif- 
ferent times to Moſes, Moſes continued to re- 
veal it to the people. This was the method : 
The Lord ſaid, theſe are the words, whi ch thou 
ſhalt ſpeak unto the ehildren of Iſrael. Aud 
Moſes laid before their faces all the words, which 
the Lord had commanded him. And all the 
people anſwered together, and ſaid, All that the 


Lord hath ſpoken we will do. And Moſes re- 


turned the words of the people unto the Lord. 
Hence this exhortation, Keep theſe ſtatutes and 
judgments, and do them, for this is your wiſ- 
dom. Hence this declaration, See, I have ſet 
before thee this day life and good, and death 
and evil. Chooſe life that thou mayeſt live. 
Hence this triumph, This commandment is not 
hidden from thee, But the word is in thy 
mouth, and in thy- heart, that thou mayeſt do 
it. The Lord hath avouched thee to be his 
people, and thou haſt avouched the Lord to be 
thy God. Hence, Moſes, when he had made an 
'end of writing the words of the law in a book, 
until they were fi niſſied, ſaid to the Levites, 
Take this book of the law, and put it in "my fide 


C 2 of 


Exod. xix. 
3. 6,7, 859. 


Deut. iv. 6. 


XXX. 1 5. 19. 


ver. 14. 


xxvi. 17. 
18. 
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of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, 
rhat it may be there for a witneſs againſt thee. 

In ſucceeding times, ſolemn recognitions 
were made; for at the end of every ſeven years 
the people were gathered together, men and 
women, children and ſtrangers, and in their hear- 
ing before all Iſrael the prieſts read the law, 
that ſuch as had not known any thing might learn 
to fear the Lord, and to do all the words of his 
law. The Jews were therefore always conſi- 
dered as a people in covenant with God, and 
their crimes were always aggravated by a con- 
fideration peculiar to their œconomy, each fin 
was a violation of a contract ratified by blood. 


With great reaſon we reſpect ſuch an eſta- 
bliſhment as this. Every thing in it is reſpect- 
able; and above all, the great principles of 
legiſlation and religion demand our reverence. 
The Legiſlator was omnipotent and ſupreme, 
yet he did not terrify the Jews into ſubmiſſion 
and obedience by arbitrary dictates of thun- 
der, and lightning, and darkneſs, and ſtorm. 
The people were ſtruck with the enſigns of the 
glory and majeſty of their King, yet they re- 
tained a ſenſe of their own dignity and duty, and 
humbly requeſted that they might confer and 
deliberate with Moſes in the abſence of ſplendor, 

and 


1 


and in the coolneſs of retirement. Speak thou Deve, 
unto us, ſaid they to Moſes, all that the Lord 2 . 
ſhall ſpeak unto thee. The Lord replied, They 31. 2 


have well ſaid all that they have ſpoken. I will 
ſpeak unto thee all my ſtatutes, and thou ſhalt 
teach them. They are convinced that God doth 
talk with man. Let them retire to their tents 
again. 


Mlany legiſlators have riſen up in the papal | 


church, and many ceremonies have been intro- 
duced into divine worſhip ; but where is the 
Deity with his enſigns of glory? Where is 
Moſes with tables written with the finger of 
God? Where is the univerſal conviction and 
conſent of the people, whom Chriſt liberated 
by his blood? In the abſence of theſe, hu- 


man rites may intrude without the conſent of 


ſome, and againſt the reaſons and remonſtrances 
of others: but the intruſion is impoſition, not 
legiſlation ; dominion, not propoſal, delibera- 
tion, and conſent. 


III. Ve reſpect the ceremonies of the Fews, 
becauſe they were fit and proper for the purpoſes 
for which they were appointed: and we reject the 
ſame ceremonies in the Chriſtian church, becauſe 
they are unfit aud improper, It is impoſſible 
here to examine the whole Jewiſh ritual, to com- 

pare 


Ver. 30. 


&ev. wi. 4. 
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pare each part with the condition of the people, 
and to ſhew the propriety and fitneſs of all by 
ſuch a compariſon. Nothing would be eafier : 
but we muſt now content ourſelves with two 
examples. 


Prieſts, under the Jewiſh ceconomy, were 
commanded to officiate in linen garments: they 
performed divine ſervice in linen coats, linen 


veſts, linen girdles, and linen mitres, The rea- 


ſonof this inſtitute is plain: prieſts offered ſacri- 
fices, and kept the whole place of worſhip fit for 
the reception andaccommodation of the people, 


conſequently they did a great deal (pardon the 


expreſſion) they did a great deal of butcheryand 
dirty work. It was neceflary, therefore, they 
ſhould wear garments, which though ſoon ſoiled, 
might be ſoon waſhed and cleanſed. The taber- 
nacle in the Wilderneſs, and the temple at Je- 
ruſalem would have been intolerable places 
without the precaution of linen garments, and 


_ conſtant waſhings. Fires, lamps, ſacrifices of 


oil and falt, meal and wine; the killing of 
pigeons, lambs, and bullocks; the ſeparating, 
burning, or diſtributing of entrails; the anoint- 
ing with oil, the ſprinkling with blood, the 
cleanſing of lepers, and leprous houſes; with 
many other ſervices of a like kind, abſolutely 


required the utmoſt attention to cleanlineſs. 


Hence 


11 
Hence the command, Be ye clean, that bear 
the veſſels of the Lord: and hence alſo this 
cutting reproof, Ye, prieſts, offer polluted bread 
upon my altar. The table of the Lord is polluted, 
his fruit and his meat are contemptible. Behold! 


Mal.i 1. 6,7. 


ver. If. 
Ch. ii. 3. 


J will ſpread the filth of your ſolemn feaſts upon 


your faces, and one /hall take you away with it. 


What ſacrifices like theſe, what ſervices re- 
ſembling theſe, have we in theChriſtian church? 


Do we come before the Lord with thouſands of wicah, vi, 


rams, or with ten thouſands of rivers of oil do 
we bow before the Moſt High God with burnt- 
offerings, or with calves of a year old? What 
doth the Lord require of us? His voice crieth in 
our religious aſſemblies, and this is his whole 
requiſition, do juſtly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with your God——Go your way, Chriſtians, eat 


the fat, drink the ſweet, and ſend portions to 


them for whom nothing is prepared. The God 
you ſerve will take no bullock out of your houſe, 
nor he-goat out of your fold. The beaſts of the 
foreſt are his, and the cattle upon a thouſand 
hills ; the world is his, and the fulneſs thereof. 
Offer unto him thankſgiving, and pay yu VOWS 
unto the Moſt High. 


Let us take a ſecond example. The Jews 


were ordered to diſtinguiſh their perſons, their 
| habits, 


6, &c. 


Neh. viii. 10 


Pfal. L g: 
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| habits, their diet, and their cuſtoms from thoſe 

of all other nations, and to keep themſelves a 
Lev. xx. ſeparate people. Ye ſhall not round the corners 
* | of your heads. Thou ſhalt not wear a garment of” 
13 linen and woollen together. Thou ſhalt make frin- 
11,122 ger upon thy veſture. Ye ſhall not eat any thing 
Lev. ix. With the blood. Thou ſhalt not ſow thy _ with 
** 1 feed. | 


By theſe means they were ſeparated from all” 
the people that were upon the face of the earth. 
The rcaſon of this is clear: God intended to 
bleſs all nations by the mediation of a Jew : it 
was therefore neceſſary to keep this people 
apart, and to aſcertain this individual, that 
his perſon, whenever he ſhould appear, 
might be at once diſtinguiſhed from that of 
every impoſtor. The whole world was inte- 
reſted in his advent. No other nation offered & 
to ſhew ſuch a perſon, and the Jews always 

' knew in what family to look for him. 


The firſt Diſciples of this illuſtrious perſon, 
having found their promiſed maſter, left off all 
party diſtinctions. They ate, and drank, and 

2Cor. r. dreſſed like other men, they ſaid, the love 
* 1% 7. of Chriſt conſtrained them to know no man after 
the fleſh, yea though they had known Chriſt af 

ter the fleſh, yet thenceforth they would know 

him 


Wo 


him no more. They accounted themſelves new 


creatures in Chriſtianity, and from them all 
old Jewiſh cuſtoms had paſt away. Let no man 
judge you, brethren, in meat, or in drink, or in 
reſpect of holidays, or new moons, or feſtivals 
all theſe were ſhadows of things to come, Chriſti- 
anity is ie body, the ſubſtance of all theſe rites, 
the ſenſe of all Jewiſh ſigns. 


IV. We reſpect the Moſaical ritual, becauſe 
tie inſtitutor provided fer the expence of it: and 
we rejedt the ſame ritual among Chriſtians, becauſe 
no proviſion is made by God to ſupport it. Difficult 
as it is at this diſtance of time to fix prices, 
and make calculations for the firſt ages of the 
world, we are certain the Jewiſh ceremonial 
was very expenſive, and muſt have been ruin- 
ous to the nation, had not Supreme Wiſdom 
extraordinarily provided for it. The Lord did 
provide for the whole like himſelf, on prin- 
ciples of the ſtricteſt juſtice. 


The Iſraelites had been deprived of their li- 
berty in Egypt, and doomed to flavery by 
Pharaoh. When they came out of that iron 


furnace, they took their wages at once by an 


innocent artifice : they borrowed of the Egyp- 
tians at once as much as, in the uſual train of 
affairs, Pharaoh would have exacted of his na- 
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tive ſubjects to expend in the employment of 
workmen. With theſe treaſures they went into 
the Wilderneſs. When Moſes propoſed to ſet 
up public divine worſhip, he extorted nothing, 
he claimed no right to diſpoſe of the peoples“ 
property. God ordered him to ea unto the 
children of Iſrael, that they ſhould bring an f 
fering unto the Lord, it might be gold, /ilver, 
braſs, blue, purple, goats hair, oil, ſpices, or 
precious ſtoner. God commanded him to take 
theſe offerings, provided every man gave them 
willingly with his heart. When theſe rough 
materials were to be wrought up by divers pat- 


_ terns for public uſe, the order was iſſued again 


to thoſe only, both men and women, who were 
of willing heart, this is repeated five or ſix times 


in one chapter. When the ſervice was firſt per- 


formed, whole waggon loads of rich utenfils 
were voluntarily prefented by the princes of the 
tribes. When a tribute was levied for the fu- 
ture ſupport of the ſervice, it was levied by 
contract, and the Lord of the univerſe engaged, 
as long as they ſhould continue to ſupport the 
dignity of his ritual, to open unto them his good 
treaſure, the heaven to give them rain unto their 
land in the ſeaſon, and the earth to produce 11 
increaſs. He promiſed to avert /ichneſſes from 
their families, and blafting and mildew from 
their fields. He engaged to make them p/cn- 

| RE teous 


„ 
teous in goods, in ſheep and beeves, and corn, 
and wine, and oil, he ſaid Bleſſed ſhall be thy 
baſket and thy ſtore. All the hiſtory of this 
people proves how punctually God fulfilled 
his engagement. 


'The Levites, too, who officiated in divine 
ſervice, were provided for in a manner equally 
juſt. It was neceffary, it ſeems, for the diſplay 
of divine juſtice in Egypt, that the eldeſt child 
of each family ſhould die ſuddenly. Pharaoh 
had formerly doomed the male children of the 


Iſraelites to be put to death. The Iſraelites 


were excepted in both theſe dreadful decrees. 
In commemoration of this diſtinguiſhing mercy, 
God claimed the whole ſervice of the eldeſt 
child of each family in Iſrael; and in lieu of 
them, he conſented to take the whole tribe of 
Levi. When the land of promiſe was divided 
among the tribes, the ſhare of the tribe of 
Levi, to which they had an equal claim with 
the reſt, was diſtributed among the other tribes, 


Deut. 
XXVili. 11. 


4 5 &c. 


Num. viii. 
16, &c. 


and the Levites had no inheritance, on condi- 


tion, however, that they who poſſeſſed the 
lands of Levi, ſhould ſupport the Levites 
wholly to ſerve in the temple. All this was 
done with univerſal conſent; and after the 


death of Moſes, when Joſhua finiſhed dividing 


the land, he engaged the whole nation to re- 


D 2 new 


E 


Joch. xxii. new the contract, and (as one of our old di- 


8 expreſſes it) took a receipt in full by a 


, xxi. 43. general acknowledgment, that nere failed not 
ought of any good thing, which the Lord had 
ſpoken unto the houſe of Iſrael. 


A ritual thus ſupported by fruits of the in- 
duſtrious labour of the worſhippers, by volun- 
tary ſubſcriptions of individuals, by reſerved 
rents of lands, the property of thoſe who parted 
with them on this condition, by extraordinary 
effuſions of divine goodneſs, and by the free 
conſent of a whole nation, has every thing in 
it to render it reſpectable: but where the Su- 1 
preme Being gives no ſuch orders, and makes 
no ſuch provifion, expence is an article of great 
conſideration, particularly to ſuch as derive no 
benefit from the ritual, and eſpecially in times 
of public penury and diſtreſs. Ls 


There is only one plauſible pretence for the 
performance of Jewiſh rites in Chriſtian wor- 
ſhip, and this vaniſhes on examination. They are 
ſaid to help the devotion of the common people. 
Our text ſuggeſts the contrary, and tells us— 
that rites of divine appointment were capable 
of abuſe—that they were actually abuſed by 
the Jews—that the god of this world by them 


blinded the minds of unbelievers—and, if this 
were 


L* 1 
were true of divine inſtitutes, it is much more 
likely to happen in rites of mere human ap- 


pointment. 


Conſider the condition of ſenſual Jews in the 
times of the prophets. He that killeth an ox, 
ts as if he flew a man,; he that ſacrificeth a lamb, 
as if he cut off a dcg's nech; he that burneth 
Incenſe as if he bleſſed an idol. There is a caſe 
in which ſacrifice and murder, offering incenſe 
to the true God, and adoring a dumb ſtatue are 
the ſame. This caſe always occurs, when ce- 
remonies are performed without moral virtue. 
There is no moral virtue where there is no obe- 
dience to God in a ceremony, and there is no 
homage paid to God by performing either 
what he hath not appointed at all, or what he 


Ifaiah Ix vi. 
3 


hath appointed, when we perform it for 


purpoſes different from thoſe for which he 
appointed it. Ceremonies among the Jews 
were appointed to ſignify religious truths to the 
worſhippers: but ſenſual worſhippers reſted in 
the figns, and left-the things ſignified unexa- 
mined, unfelt, unknown. By ceremonies the god 
of this world blinded the minds of unbelieving 


Jews. 


Remark the condition of the common people 


in the church of Rome. In that church no ex- 
| pence 
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pence hath been ſpared. All that architects, 
ſculptors, painters, muſicians, embroiderers 
can do, have been done to lead the populace, 


they ſay, to devotion : but have theſe evange- 
liſts ſucceeded? Alas ! by the works of their 
hands the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of the common people, ſo that they 
cannot diſtinguiſh 7he wiſdom of God, from a 


cunningly deviſed fable. 


Compare the primitive worſhip of our 
churches with the modern glory of Rome. 
Our public ſervice conſiſts of prayer, praiſe, 
and inſtruction. A perſon, who does not enter 
into the ſpirit of our ſervice, preſently diſco- 


vers his ſtate. Ignorance of Scripture is igno- 


ranceof Chriſt. The careleſs, who do not attend 
to, the 1gnorant, who do not underſtand, the ob- 


ſtinate, who do not practiſe the doctrine taught, 


theſe have nothing in our worſhip to ſerve to 
conceal their real ſtate from themſelves; and 
this ſelf expoſure is their mercy, it is the firſt 
ſtep toward wiſdom and virtue. In the Papal 
church, people of the ſame deſcription, who, 
if they knew themſelves could not bear them- 
ſelves, find in ceremonies a vail to cover the hor- 
rid void. Exerciſed in various geſtures, elevated 
by muſic, dazzled and delighted with ſurround- 


ing gaudy ſhews, they take theſe ſenſations for 


devotion ; 


1 1 

devotion ; but is this Chriſtian devotion, is it 
faith, is it repentance, is it humility, is it benevo- 
lence to man, is it mental improvement of our- 
ſelves, is it piety to God, by what name ſhall I 
call it? By ſuch animal ſenſations the god of 
this world blinds the minds of unbelievers. 


Judge within yourſelves, brethren, whether 
that religion which is moſt ſimple and leaſt 
compounded, be not moſt eaſy to perform, and 
beſt fitted to the frail and fallen ſtate of man- 
kind. Let your own experience ſpeak : when 
you fing the praiſes of God with an inſtrument 
of muſic, have you not two things to do, to 
liſten to the inſtrument, and to maintain in 
yourſelf a ſpirit of devotion; and is not a ſpirit 
of devotion eaſier maintained when you have 
nothing but that one work to do? Why ſhould 
you multiply the difficulties of devotion; de 
votion, alas! is too difficult already to frail 
imperfect man. 


In brief, Jewiſh ceremonies are odious in Chri- 
ſtian worſhip—becauſe God hath not appointed 
them—becauſe they were appointed without 
the public conſent—becauſe they are not fitted 
to anſwer any valuable purpoſe—becauſe they 
are a heavy, needleſs charge—and becauſe they 
blind the minas of them that believe not, leſt the 
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— 24 ] 
light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 
image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them. 


To conclude. Let us ſtudy bien in the 
oracles of God, and the Chriſtian religion in 
the New Teſtament : there lies all our divine 
economy : there are all the doctrines which we 
are bound to believe, all the duties we have 
to perform, all the motives to engage us 
to perform them : there Chriſt treats with us 
as Moſes formerly treated with the Jews. He 
is the prophet like unto Moſes. He comes with 
a divine commiſhon to redeem flaves from fin, 
a tyrant worſe than Pharaoh, He ſets before us 
a heavenly country, and ſhews us in his own 
example the direct road to it. He removes all 
the difficulties of the paſſage, and guards us 
through the Wilderneſs with an out-ſtretched 


arm. He gives us a law, not a burthenſome ri- 


tual; but a law of love. With him God is 
well pleaſed, him let us hear. Let us chooſe ra- 
ther to ſuffer afflidtion with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of /in for a ſeaſon, for 


the reproach of Chriſt is greater riches Ow the 


treaſures of Egypt. 


Secondly. Let us try to ſimplify religion, to 
reduce it to its firſt principles, and to under- 
ſtand it by its elements. Let us form a body of 

divinity 


— 


ws 7 


divinity for our own private uſe. Let us ex- 


tract, arrange, and analogize the ideas of ſacred 
records. Let us ſtudy the God of the New 
Teſtament, we ſhall find him more a parent than 
a judge. Let us learn the Mediator of the New 
Teſtament, we ſhall find him in the amiable 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, in a prieſt not ſtained 
with the blood of bulls and goats; but in one 
who by his own blood obtained redemption for 
us, and ever liveth to make interceſſion for all 


that come unto God by him. Let us form a 


juſt notion of New Teſtament worſhip, we ſhall 
find, it does not conſiſt of ritual obſervances 
of days, and months, and times, and years, it is 
not a ſubjection to worldly rudiments, to ordi- 
ances of touch not, taſte not, handle not: but 
the fruit of the ſpirit of Chriſtianity is love, 
joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
faith, mcehneſs, temperance, againſt ſuch there is 
uo law. 


- Thirdly, Let us remember whoſe we are, 
and whom we ſerve. Chriftians are not their 
own, they are bought with a price. They are 
not the ſervants of men in matters of religion 
and conſcience. Liberated both by price and 
power, they are bound by every ſacred tie to 
ſerve him, who lived and died, and roſe again 
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for their deliverance. His revealed will, Chri- 
ſtian, and not faſhion, is your ecclefiaſtich} law. 
Faſhioo! popular cuſtom ! What an empty un- 
principled mind muſt that man have, who knows 
no other law in religion! Go, if you can allow 
yourſelf, go, follow the multitude, imitate fa- 
ſhion in your dreſs, your furniture, your amuſe- 
ments : but in religion it 1s at the peril of your 
ſalvation to go after ſuch a guide. 


Finally. Let us exertourſelves to the utmoſt 
to ſupport and propagate primitive Chriſtianity. 
Let us contribute cheerfully to the expence of 
diſſeminating the goſpel of Chriſt. Let us have 
no ſhare in the ſuperſtitions, none in the vices 
of the times. Let us go forth without the camp 
bearing his reproach : animated with he Joy 
that is ſet before us, let us endure the croſs and 
deſpiſe the ſhame. Let us be followers of them 
Tho through faith and patience inherit the pro- 
miſes. Methinks, we ſtand to-day on hallowed 


ground, whence motives to zeal from all parts 


ariſe. This was the firſt Nonconform iſt meetings 
houſe tolerated in this city by royal indulgence. 
Hither your anceſtors came, groaning under 
fines and exactions to pray, and hither your mi- 


niſters came our of priſon to preach. Times are 


happily altered, and we are thankful. to God 
tor 


Wo 
for the change; yet let us never forget that 
obſervation, which a pupil * of the firſt mini- 
ſter in this place made on our text, and with 
which we finiſh: «f Chriſt's deſign by his goſpel 
is to make a glorious diſcovery of God to the 
minds of men. The defign of the devil is to 
&« keep men in ignorance, and as he could not 
keep the goſpel out of the world, he maketh 
it his great buſineſs to keep it out of the 
% Hearts of men.” | 


* Matthew Henry, who was educated by Mr. Doolittle. 
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APP E ND IX. 


T he following Hints concerning the Reading 
propoſed in the Sermon are ſubmilled, 
with all poſſuble Deſerence, to the Reader. 


2 Cor. iv. 3. To 6vayyino—1v To, aFNAU 460055 uri KR- 
{4hY0y, 4. 1 olg o B20; tr, &c. 


HE preſent reading of theſe words in our 
Engliſh tranſlation is, The go/pel 7s hid 
to them that are loſt. In whom the god of this 


world hath blinded, &c. : 
E 2 | This 


Fs Wy 
This tranſlation does not ſeem good Effglith, 
The goſpel is hid ro them. The god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which be- 
lieve not, iN WHOM. There is, then, at leaſt in- 
accuracy enough in the tranſlation to induce 
any man to examine the original. - 


The reading we propoſe is this : The goſpel 
is hid, concealed, or vailed, AMONG or BY THE 
THINGS THAT ARE ABOLISHED, BY WHICH THINGS 
the god of this world hath Uinded the minds of 


them which believe not. 


Three things muſt be examined. 1. The 
meaning of the verb «raw. 2. The gender of 
the participle ezeavuro, and of the articles os, 


reiß: and 3. The ſenſe of the prepoſition #- 
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I. We render the verb er:7vw aboliſh. 1. The 
Engliſh word al oliſi (which generally ſignifies 
to annul, to make void, to repeal, to abrogate) 
comes from this very word. The Romans ren- 
dered it aboleo, and we make it aboli/h. No 
violence, therefore, is done to the verb by our 
tranſlation. 


3 
4 Q My 
. 


wy 


2. AwoVu js a derivative, and the true primi- 
tive is due, ſolvo, to looſe. Thus Mat. xvi. 19. 


Whatſoever thou ſhalt Joe, or repeal, on earth, 
ſhall 


1 | 
ſhall be /ooſed, or annulled, in heaven. Thus 
erouou, Mat. i. 19. Joſeph was minded to put 
her away, to looſe, or annul the marriage con- 
tract. As therefore both the primitive and the 
derivative are uſed in the New Teſtament in 
our ſenſe, the tranſlation given above 1s not 
forced and unnatural. See Luke vi. 37.—l 29. 
—X111. 12, &c. 


3. The words % and era are uſed in our 
ſenſe in profane authors. avonus Bagos. Sophoc. Elect. 
94 5. —0x100 08 Augw. Sophoc. Trachin. I 8 4.—adrecm- 
Aas amiuozr. Xenoph. Mem. iv. 8. 5, &c. 


We conclude, therefore, that the word Av 
be rendered aboli/t—repeal—abrogate—annul 
—make void. | | | 


II. In regard to the gender of the participle, 
and the articles, nothing -can be determined 
from the terminations. In this caſe they may 
be maſculine, they May be neuter. Here then 
is no argument againſt out tranſlation. 


III. The meaning of the prepoſition a, is our 
laſt inquiry. Greek prepoſitions are in general 
of vague and uncertain -meaning. This is re- 
markably ſo. Luke xiv. 1. As he went. Rom. 
viii. 29. Among many brethren.— Luke iv. 32. 
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ES His wotd Was with, powere—Mat. % XxIii. 24 
: Swear by the-altar. —Mat. vi. 7. For. much ſpeaks - 
_ — John v. 4. Into the pook—1 Cor. vii. 18. 
God hath. called. us fo peace.— Rom. viii, 34. 
At the right hand of God. Mat. x. 32. Con- 
feſs me before men. Rom. xi. 2. What ſaith 
the ſcripture of; or concerning Elias? Rom. 
1 xv. 5. One towards another, &c. It ſhould ſeem 
| \ | . then there is no impropricty in rendering the 
1 words in queſtion thus: The goſpel is hi AMONG 
5 F & the things that are aboliſhed, yy which _ 
ö | and fo on; 
| # | We fay, the words may be rendered thus: 
. but in this, as in all other caſes of vague, in- 
; $8 p determinate fingle words, how they m7, and 
E ought to be rendered, can only be determined 
| X by the conſtruction of the whole ſentence, and 
>. by the ſcope of the place. What we chink 41 
E this we have ſpoken at large in the diſcourüs. 
Rn”! There ſeems to be nothing in the conſituction 
ERA againſt our ſenſe of the paſſage ; and 2v©ry 
Foo 5.5 thing in the context, coherence, and {copc 1 
3 favour of it. W 
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